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Cambridge Needs Ag
To the Editor- Allison McLenithan
Agriculture is everywhere we
look. Cambridge
was built on
agriculture, but why aren't there
any Ag classes at Cambridge? Well.
there used to be. Cambridge
eliminated the program years ago,
and many students would benefit
from classes like that and they want
it back.
There are a huge amount of
former students that work in
agriculture
whether
it
be
construction, farming, sciences,
etc. Classes like shop, animal
science, ag science, and plant
science would tremendously benefit
CCS students. 10.3% of the jobs in
the United States are agriculturally
based, which makes up for a huge
amount of the workforce. Bringing
FFA to Cambridge would also
benefit students whether it comes
to
scholarship
opportunities,
internships, the experience of
public speaking, and learning basic
life skills.
In my 5 months as a Greenwich
CTE Ag student, I have learned a lot
of things that I would have never
learned in a regular classroom. For
example, I learned how to
sheetrock and install outlets as well
as taking care of animals, and
learning the different digestive
systems of those animals. Bringing
an
agriculture
program
to
Cambridge is something that truly
would benefit this town.

I was given the opportunity to
shadow the Greenwich Ag program
in March of 2021. I chose to enroll in
their CTE program because when
I'm older I want to become an
auctioneer. This program gives me
the opportunity to work toward a
CTE endorsement in agriculture
and, by having that, I could get
hired over somebody that doesn’t
have the endorsement. I’m beyond

grateful to my ag teachers, Mr.
Kelly and Mrs. Foote, for giving me
the opportunity to learn from them.

Swarms of Robots Work Like Ants

By: Ewan Lederer-Barnes
Ants are the greatest workers on
the planet. They overcome any
obstacle by working together (we
can maybe all learn a little lesson
from them). But what if robots
could work in the same fashion as
ants? Turns out, they can. A team
of engineers has created a plethora
of robots that can work together in
swarms to complete tasks.
Dr. Yasemin Ozkan-Aydin led the
research and production of these
robots. She works at the University
of Notre Dame in Indiana. She and
her team did research on the
behavior of ants. “If there’s a gap in
the path, for example, they will
form a bridge so the other ants can
travel across — and that is the
inspiration for the study,” said
Ozkan-Aydin. The robots have
special touch sensors to navigate,
as well as attach to and sense other
robots. When one of the robots gets

stuck or is unable to perform a
specific task, it sends out a signal
and its buddies come running. The
robots have traversed different
terrains such as grass and carpeted
floor, and even climbed up a
staircase made of insulation foam.
Ozkan-Aydin hopes that the robots
will be used in the future for
numerous tasks including space
exploration and search and rescue.
Unfortunately, for this to happen,
battery technology will need to
improve because currently the
robots run out of charge after about
ten hours.

Interviewing Ms. Cuddihy

Mascot Change Prices
Very High

By: Brailyn Wright and Julia Flint

By: Carter Wilkins

Miss Cuddihy went to school in
Cambridge, later moved on to
Oneonta, she thinks it’s a great
school and will always recommend
it to others. She chose to become a
teacher because she had wanted to
since she was little, but mostly
because she wanted to be able to
help her future students have the
best experience they could. Another
reason is because her teachers had
an impact on her so she wanted to
pay it forward to students. She
chose to teach math because for the
rest of our lives we are going to have
something to solve, so math is one
of the subjects that teaches you the
skills to become a problem solver.
She wanted to teach middle school
because even if they don’t show it,
they are excited to learn and get
excited about little things. Another
important reason was she enjoyed
watching the kids navigate school
and learning who they are. She was
either going to choose to teach math
or gym and she chose math. When
she is teaching math she can also
coach, but at the same time have
her own classroom.
She came back to Cambridge
because she had a great experience
and she wanted to be as involved as
she could. Some benefits of coming
back to Cambridge are she is able to
coach, do clubs, and has an easy

The Board of Education held their
meeting last Thursday where they
were supposed to announced
whether or not they would fight the
state's mascot decision.
According to Board President
Jessica Ziehm, the vote was not
taken because the attendance of
two
Board
members
was
questionable.
...Superintendent
Silvernell
announced an estimated cost for the
mascot change. He said that it
would cost over $92,000 to retire
the mascot not including payment
to staff who help remove mascot
imagery from around the grounds.
This price will add to the nearly
$80,000 already spent on the
mediation process last spring as
well as legal costs for the mascot
issue.
Silvernell also announced a plan
for Native American curriculum in
the school. He is hoping to have
guest speakers attend in the spring,
a summer program, and a high
school course for the 2024 school
year as an elective.
The Board did not announce
when they would take further
action on the appeal process after
not voting on it Thursday night.
Members in the community came
out in support and opposition to the
mascot issue with both sides
agreeing that Cambridge must
unify.

commute. She had a great
experience here and she wanted her
students to have an equally great
experience. She was a part of the
basketball program and Mr. Phillips
let her volunteer and be involved
with the state champions. She always
knew she would coach basketball but
soccer was unexpected. She also
played basketball, soccer, and
softball in high school.
Miss Cuddihy enjoys hanging out
with family and friends and is going
on a trip to Ireland during April
break, where she will visit some of
her distant family. She loves living in
Cambridge
and
enjoys
the
community!

Cambridge Community
Forest Opens

Contact Tracing

By: Anna Schiele
As of November 24th, the
Cambridge Community Forest is
officially open to the public to use and
enjoy year-round. The forest has
been in the works for a couple of
years. In 2019 the Agricultural
Stewardship Association purchased
140 acres of forest on the edge of the
village. Since then, a lot of
improvements and features have
been added to the property such as
hiking trails (including a half-mile
sensory trail), a new bridge, a talking
circle, and a trailhead kiosk.
The forest is close to the town,
which makes it a great place for
walking field trips with the entrance
only about a half-mile away from the
school. This land has been used for a
number of years for outdoor learning
activities by CCS classes with
permission from the previous
landowners. In addition to continuing
to be useful as an outdoor classroom,
the community forest will serve as a
good place for nature programs. In
February, bird-watching walks will
be hosted at the community forest.
To find out more, visit the ASA
website at www.agstewardship.org.
Local volunteer work has been
crucial in the clearing of trails in the
Community Forest and will continue
to be as more new ones are added. If
any students are interested in taking
part in future trail improvement and
upkeep, they should contact Sarah

Becker of the Friends of the
Cambridge Community Forest at
sarahcadybeck1@gmail.com.
Community forests are beneficial to
the environment and the public.
They protect wild habitats as well as
provide great opportunities for
people to engage with and learn
about nature.

As the Omicron variant surges
with "12,000" new cases per day
according to Governor Hochul,
contact tracing is no longer a statemandated requirement. Many local
organizations, including CCS, are
waiting for the health department
to approve the governor's comment
and end contact tracing.

Driver's Education

Driver's Education is being
offered for interested students at
CCS. The spring session will begin
in February and end in May. See Mr.
Photos submitted by: Stephanie Gifford Lapitsky in Room 106 for more
information.

Prom Committee

The prom planning committee
regularly
meets
in
Mrs.
Anuszewski's room after school. If
you are interested in planning this
event for May, please contact an
advisor or an officer for meeting
details.

NHS members trail-building

Mental Health
With Mrs. O'Hearn

Starting on Tuesday, November 9,
Mrs. O'Hearn and Ms. Lee will host an
after-school check-in group in the
old computer lab, S-06.
The group is open to grades 10-12,
and it gives students an opportunity
to get the support they need (in a fun
way) during these difficult times.

Cambridge Community Forest Entry Sign

The Good Good Pig

The Tail of Mittsus 2

By: Johanna Lynip

By: Isaak Koopmann

The Good Good Pig by Sy
Montgomery is the true story of a
pig and the people who cared
about him. Christopher
Hogwood, although an
abandoned runt from the pig
farm of his future owners’ friend,
grows up to be well-loved by his
owners and anyone else whom he
meets. Christopher Hogwood is
the sort of animal who is almost
more human than we are,
through his reactions to various
people he meets and his pure
enjoyment of life. The book is a
heartwarming story of the joys of
life, the strength of love, and the
pain of loss and how we see these
emotions through animals. Many
details of the author's adventures
as far away as Africa or South
America are also included, such
as the author's meetings with
beautiful but dangerous animals.
The book may be older, having
been published in 2006, but it's
still a heartwarming story of the
interactions between humans
and animals. Unfortunately the
book seems to have been
overlooked by many readers
because it isn’t an exciting action
and adventure story. The Good
Good Pig is a wonderful book for
any animal lover.

The next “Tails of Mittsus”
happens the day right after we
found him. My siblings and I went
over to the farm to feed our
rabbits like we usually did, and
called out to Mittsus. He always
comes running over to us out of
nowhere, but not today. Instead
of running, he was limping over
to us, with his left back leg
completely mangled and twisted!
He was really trying to walk,
but it was very difficult for him.
So he managed to hitch it up, and
just hopped and limped around.
He was very frail and weak
especially after having his leg
hurt, so since we felt very bad for
him being that he was just a
small kitten and had a hurt leg
we made sure to feed him moist
cat food everyday, and not let
any other bigger, meaner cat
scare him away and take the
food. This way, he would get
stronger and hopefully have his
leg heal.
After a few days, we actually
learned that he was hit by a
vehicle at the farm, and that was
why his leg was so mangled.
However, even though all of this
may seem really bad, Mittsus
actually got through it, even

though he was just a small
kitten, his leg healed by itself
with no surgery or anything, and
now he walks fine today. You
wouldn’t even know he was hit
or anything! So, since a cat is
considered to have “9 Lives”, this
would bring Mittsus down to 8
Lives, since he could easily have
died from it.
In the next “Tail of Mittsus”
you will see him losing even
more “Lives” than just this!

Photo of Mittsus

Featured Movies

Student Art

By: Isaak Koopmann

Submitted by: Andrew Maher

By: Isaak Koopmann (R) and Ezden Koopmann (L)

By: Isaak Koopmann
By: Ewan Lederer-Barnes

Staff Biographies
Carter Wilkins is currently a senior
at CCS, and he edits the newspaper
as well as the layout.
Jaiden Farrell is currently a junior
at CCS, and he serves as the chief of
sports,
occasionally
covering
important league games.
Isabelle Flint is currently a
sophomore at CCS, and she serves
as the chief of photography to make
sure we get pictures of important
school events.
Chaylyn Harrington is currently a
sophomore at CCS, and she serves
as the chief of entertainment to
bring a wide variety of entertaining
pieces.
Alayne Wilkins is currently a
freshman at CCS, and she works
with her co-chief to report on
important school information, such
as the CCS mascot issue.
Julia Flint is currently a freshman
at CCS, and she works with her cochief to report on important school
information, such as interviews
with teachers.

General Information

Photographers
have a large assortment of
entertainment
for
everyone's
enjoyment.
We meet in Mrs. Armstrong's
room, 224, usually once a week
unless we don't need one. If you
want to attend one, listen to the
announcements in the morning or
ask one of the members when the
next one is. You are more than
welcome to attend the meeting to
see if you are interested without
committing to the club.

The Orange and Black is looking
for those interested in gathering
important pictures for the school
newspaper. Although it is not
required, being able to transport
yourself to different locations to get
the pictures would be important.
If you wish to submit photos
without being an official member of
the newspaper, that works for us as
well. You can submit your photos to
our club email or our advisor, Mrs.
Armstrong, and Editor-in-Chief,
Carter Wilkins. You can also reach
out to our photography chief,
The Orange and Black is looking Isabelle Flint.
for those interested in monitoring
the current sports seasons. We
would like to have both photos
from games, as well as the record of
the time. If you would like to throw
in highlights from important
games,
such
as
league
championships or senior nights,
that is also welcome.
You do not need to officially
join the club to do so either. You
can use any of the three emails to
the left to submit photos and
information or ask questions.

Sports Writers

Contact Information

The Orange and Black is the official
CCS newspaper. We publish once a Advisor: Rachael Armstrong rachael.armstrong@cambridgecsd.org
month towards the beginning of the
month.
Editor-in-Chief: Carter Wilkins cwilkins@cambrigdecsd.org
We cover school news, sports,
some community highlights, and we Club Email: Orange and Black orangeandblack@cambrigdecsd.org

Boys' Varsity Highlights
Boys' photos submitted by: Justin Hamilton

