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Strong

All Mascot Documents Submitted

According to a report at the May 3 Board meeting, all court documents in the Article 78
mascot appeal have been submitted. SEE MORE ON PAGE 4
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We have an extra day off as
of the last Board meeting.
For
Memorial
Day
weekend, the Board voted
to
accept
the
recommendation of the
Superintendent to use one
of our unused snow days.

Microplastics Found in
Human Blood

By: Jessie McCauley

For the first time, microscopic
plastic particles have been found
flowing in our bloodstream. Even
crazier, scientists have found these
particles in almost 80% of the
people they have tested. Half of
these samples contained PET
plastic, which is found in plastic
drinking bottles, and a third of the
samples contained polystyrene,
which is found in packaged foods.
Unlike organic compounds that
slowly rot away, plastic breaks
down into extremely tiny pieces of
plastic over time. These pieces are
small enough that they are able to
float through the air and be taken in
as we breathe, while other pieces
are even tinier to the point that
they can pass through the
membranes in our lungs and
intestines.
Now, you might be wondering,
where do the microplastics go in
our body and what kind of damage
can they do to our health? Well,
what happens to the microplastics
once they enter the bloodstream is
still unclear. And the effects they
have on our organs and health is
still also unknown. However,
researchers believe that it is
scientifically possible that plastic
particles may be transported to
organs in the bloodstream. They
are also concerned about the
microplastics causing damage to

human cells. Even more frightening,
it was found that microplastics are
ten times higher in the feces of
babies compared with adults. This is
mainly because most babies are fed
with plastic bottles, which results in
them swallowing millions of
microplastic particles each day.
You may have always thought that
microplastics sound harmless, but
as you might’ve just learned, they
are serious pollutants that are
hurting the environment, animals,
and humans. At the current rate of
how much plastic is being produced
and used each year, we are not
going in the right direction with our
choices; we’re just making the
problem even worse. But if we start
making better choices as a whole,
people can have a positive impact
on plastic pollution through their
lifestyle choices and I hope you start
making better decisions today!

NASA Pushing
for Launch

By: Ewan Lederer-Barnes

1.8 billion miles away from the sun,
Uranus is a ball of ice covered in
methane, causing it to appear blue.
On April 19th, a science group
suggested at the National Academies
conference that NASA launch a
mission to Uranus. They want NASA
to launch a robotic spacecraft to

Push for
Launch cont'd
study Uranus’s rings and moons.
NASA will start to deliberate and
discuss the proposed mission, which
will possibly launch in a Falcon
Heavy rocket. The soonest they
could accomplish the launch is
expected to be 2031, and the mission
would cost up to 4.2 billion dollars.

Supreme Court
Document Leak

By: Carter Wilkins

Earlier this month, an alleged
Supreme Court document was
leaked for the case known as Dobbs
v. Jackson.
What is Dobbs v. Jackson? It is a
Supreme Court Case challenging a
2018 Mississippi law that banned
abortion after 15 weeks of
pregnancy, shortly after the
beginning of the second trimester.
The Court was expected to hand
down their final decision this
summer. If Mississippi were allowed
to enforce the law, abortion would
become a state issue rather than a
federal issue.
The leaked document seems to
show that the law would be
enforceable, which many people say
is putting an end to Roe v. Wade,
which originally made abortion
legal. Chief Justice John Roberts
confirmed the leak was authentic.

Elon Musk Purchases Twitter
By: Andrew Maher

On Monday April 25, 2022, the
world’s richest man; Elon Reeve
Musk, bought Twitter. The famed
social media platform was sold for
around $44 billion. Twitter is one of
the most influential social networks
frequented by world leaders,
celebrities and cultural trend
setters. Twitter agreed to sell itself
to Elon Musk for $54.20 a share, a
38 percent premium over the
company’s share price. “Free
speech is the bedrock of a
functioning democracy, and twitter
is the digital town square where
matters vital to the future of
humanity are debated,” Musk said,
“Twitter has tremendous potential
— I look forward to working with
the company and the community of
users to unlock it.” The billionaire,
who has more than 83 million
followers on Twitter and has
romped across the service hurling
gibes and memes, has repeatedly
said he wants to “transform” the
platform by promoting more free
speech and giving users more
control over what they see on it. In
recent years, Twitter has also
become a lightning rod for
controversy, as some users spread
misinformation and other toxic
content on the service. Former
President Donald J. Trump

frequently turned to Twitter to
insult and inflame, before getting
banned from the platform after the
riot at the United States Capitol on
January 6th, 2021. The questions
that everyone’s asking is ‘How will
this affect the more than 270 million
daily users?’ ‘Will Elon Musk try to
buy Facebook or Instagram?’
Frankly, the answers to these
questions remain a mystery for the
time being.

Interviewing
Mr. Tucker

By: Brailyn Wright and Julia Flint
Mr. Tucker went to college at
Central Texas University for 4 years
to become a sheriff lieutenant.
While being a master sergeant in the
air force he was also a sheriff’s
lieutenant. Mr. Tucker was in the
military for 28 years. He is now a
teacher’s aide and an attendance
substitute during 6th period or if

Interview
cont'd
Ms. Blanck is gone for the day. He
also added that even though the
military pays more, “I absolutely
love working here.” He wanted to
work at Cambridge specifically
because he graduated from here. He
says he wouldn't want to do any
other job after retiring.
Now that he gets summers off, he
enjoys camping. He has a German
Shepherd dog named Faith. He is
also currently coaching JV softball.

REGENTS

Remember that regents exams are
coming quickly! Starting with US
History on June 1, students will
begin taking their final exams for
the 2021-2022 school year starting
June 15. For more information on
how to prepare for these exams, see
our previous issue.

PROM

For anyone who was invited to
attend prom, remember to maintain
an acceptable attendance record
next week. Similar to sports and
other extracurriculars, you must be
in school the day of, or in this case
the day prior to, the event. An
unexcused absence can result in
being barred from attending the
event. On that note, make sure you
are also keeping up in your classes,
as failing classes also affects
eligibility.

Mascot Future
Still Unknown

Tick Awareness!

By: Carter Wilkins

By: Isabella Dow

The Cambridge Board of Education
met on May 3, 2022. The meeting
was held in the high school library
for the first time since early 2020
before the COVID-19 lock down.
The meeting was relatively
straightforward as well, and the
Board was able to conduct business
as usual.
In her opening statement, Board
President Jessica Ziehm noted that
it was Teacher Appreciation Day.
She also said that CCS is "very
blessed" with the teachers they
have.
In his report, Superintendent Dr.
Doug Silvernell gave an update on
both the mascot and the Native
American
curriculum
being
planned for the school. He said that
all documents had been submitted
to the courts at that time, but no
ruling had been issued. He also
stated that there would be no inperson court hearing, and that the
judge would have to make her
decision based on the documents
alone.
Silvernell said that he and Mr.
Bochette met with Native American
educators to further the planning
process. He said they got numerous
suggestions on how to move
forward. At this time, the district
has not selected a teacher for the
course, but Silvernell did say it
would be offered as a senior course.

Ticks are small bugs that can
attach to your skin and suck your
blood. If one bites you, you could
get Lyme disease. Lyme disease is
transmitted by a bacteria called
Borrelia burgdorferi. Around
476,000 estimated infections occur
every year. You are most likely to
get it if you work in the woods, or if
you camp a lot or hike. You could
even get it in your backyard, in long
grass.
In early stages, Lyme disease can
be a rash, fever, headache and even
fatigue. If it is not found in its early

stages it could get more serious.
This infection could spread to your
heart and nervous systems.
You can protect yourself from
Lyme disease by wearing long
sleeves, pants, and bug repellent
while outdoors. After a long hike,
playing outside or camping, always
be sure to check for ticks. If you find
one, use tweezers to remove it.
After, be sure to clean your hands
and make sure the tick is not alive.
Never crush it with your fingers. If
you see a rash or feel any of the
symptoms mentioned, call a doctor.

Class of 2022 Top 10
Kordehlia Koopmann
Valedictorian

Molly Czub
Salutatorian

Hope Chinian

Madeline Phillips

Rochelle Daniels

Anna Schiele

Stasia Epler Desiree Monroe

Madelaine Wiedl

Carter Wilkins

ebird: A Contribution to
the World Count

The Tales of Mittsus pt. 6

By: Chaylyn Harrington

By: Isaak Koopmann

Warm weather has finally settled
here in Cambridge, and thus
provided much opportunity for
outdoor activities for the nature
lovers of our town. For those who
wish to step into their backyard,
scale mountain peaks, or venture
vast fields, there is an app or
website you can take advantage of
in
your
travels.
Consider
downloading eBird onto your
mobile phone and carrying a pair of
binoculars. For you can seek a
challenge and contribute to the
large-scale scientific research of
Cornell University and the
Audubon Society to track bird
populations around the world.
Cornell University is the source of
many large-scale student projects.
These
include
ornithology
resources like bird cams, scientific
data, maps, birding courses, and a
global scientific community. On a
larger scale, the university has
created the eBird database in which
civilians all over the world can
report checklists of birds spotted
and comment on unusual sightings.
This data goes through a rigorous
checking process by regional bird
experts who may contact a user by
email about a very rare or strange
sighting. This data is then put onto
habitat and migration maps to give
scientists a better understanding of
a bird species. There are also (pg. 6)

One day when I went to the Farm, I
noticed I hadn’t seen Mittsus. I
called to him, and looked for him for
a few minutes until finally, I looked
up and there was Cally, followed
closely by Mittsus, on the roof of the
heifer barn. I was happy to see both
of them, but suddenly Cally stopped
and Mittsus also stopped and sat
down.
Mittsus was looking impatient. A
second later, he stood up and
meowed loudly at Cally. She looked
at him, and started nervously
slinking away. Seeing this Mittsus
meowed louder, and when Cally
started walking faster away, he
quickly jumped at her. He pushed
her down on the roof and pinned
her against where the heifer barn
ended and the round bale barn
started. There was a ledge there,
and that was where Mittsus had
Cally. She couldn’t get up and
Mittsus was viciously attacking her.
Since they were on the roof, I could
not get to them, and I could not stop
Mittsus from doing his evil deed.
Finally, Cally started fighting back,
and was able to escape. She ran
across the round bale rooftop and
jumped through a hole in the
carriage house which was full of
scrap wood.
Mittsus started chasing her again,
but was not fast enough. Cally came
shooting out of the carriage house

and quickly sprinted up to the
milkhouse where she could hide.
Mittsus was not as fast and stealthy
enough. He went through the hole in
the carriage house and tried making
his way through the wood.
I heard banging and crashing, and
at last Mittsus emerged from the
carriage house completely tattered
looking and confused. His hair and
tail were fluffy and matted wet
against his body and his face looked
crazed. He had sawdust and
woodchips in his fur, and it
appeared that he had no idea where
Cally had gone. So, he gave up his
quick search, and slowly stalked off,
looking for more excitement. He
seemed quite pleased with his latest
attack.
Next Tail: Mittsus’s Match

annual projects and events that
average
bird-watchers
can
participate in to aid scientists in
learning about global-warming
effects and biodiversity of local bird
populations.
One does not have to be an expert
to join these groups. Thankfully for
those interested, the University has
produced
Merlin,
a
bird
identification app and field guide to
birds in your local area. By
downloading regional bird packs for
free, one can use the app to identify
an unknown bird by photo, audio
recording, or description. Over time
it can be used as a learning tool as
you will be able to recognize and
remember the birds you see or hear,
beneficial to your eBird checklists.
Overall eBird is one example of
involving
communities
with
conservation efforts and nature
around them.

Student Works

By: Isaak Koopmann

Submitted by: Andrew Maher

One Man Punch
TV vs. Comic

By: Andrew Maher

The anime comic book and TV
series, One Punch Man, is an overall
amazing work of extraordinary art!
Although I personally think that the
comic book was better, there was
no huge difference between the
two. The reason that I prefer the
comic book more than the TV show,
is because the comic book had
more details that I wish could have
been in the TV show. I would give it
an overall eleven out of ten. If you
enjoy a good anime, then it is an
amazing series that I would
recommend!

By: Isaak Koopmann

By: Ewan Lederer-Barnes

Tour of the Battenkill Bike Race
A group of CCS students, gathered
by Mr. Mooney,
recently
volunteered
to
hand
out
refreshments
to
bikers
participating in the annual race. See
the
photos,
submitted
by
sophomore Isabelle Flint, for more
on the event.

Mr. Mooney socializing with the bikers

L-R: Elijah Lulla, Coral Boehlke,
Charlie Brownell, Jackson Thomas,
Isabelle Flint, and Rahe Lulla.

Rahe manning the snack table.

Spring Sports
Spring sports are still well
underway at CCS. With senior nights
and championship games coming
up, particularly for the Varsity Boys'
Baseball team, who currently (as of
May 10) hold a firm 8-2 winning
record in league play, and who also
won their league championship
semi-final game on Wednesday, May
11. They won 6-4 over Granville to
head to Lake George (the one
seed)on Friday, May 13.

Charlie, Elijah, and Jackson preparing
water for the bikers!

Our Goals

Our Staff

The Orange and Black is committed
to informing the student body on
important district, community, and
world news. In addition, we seek to
entertain the student body with
book reviews, poems, student art
and comics, and sports updates. We
hope each and every student who
reads our newspaper feels more
connected with the school they are
a part of.

Editor-in-Chief................................................................Carter Wilkins
Sports Chief....................................................................Jaiden Farrell
Photography Chief and Incoming EIC..................................Isabelle Flint
Entertainment Chief................................................Chaylyn Harrington
School Information Co-chief............................................Alayne Wilkins
School Information Co-chief...................................................Julia Flint

Incoming
Editor-in-Chief

Isabella Dow, Isaak Koopmann, Ewan Lederer-Barnes, Johanna Lynip,
Andrew Maher, Jessie McCauley, Alexandra Pedersen, Anna Schiele,
Georgia Townes, and Brailyn Wright.
Advisor: Rachael Armstrong

Pictured below is sophomore
Isabelle Flint, who will be the
Editor-in-Chief effective next school
year after current Editor-in-Chief,
Carter Wilkins, graduates.

Photography Chief
Needed

With Isabelle taking over as EIC,
she will be stepping down as the
Photography Chief. If you are
interested in joining for that
position, contact the club!!

Contact Information
Advisor: Rachael Armstrong rachael.armstrong@cambridgecsd.org
Editor-in-Chief: Carter Wilkins cwilkins@cambridgecsd.org
Club Email: Orange and Black orangeandblack@cambridgecsd.org

